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YEAR  
 
Abstract 
This research focuses on the effectiveness of using picture series in teaching 
writing recount text to the tenth grade students of SMA Muhammadiyah 1 
Surakarta in 2015/2016 academic year. The objectives of the research are to 
describe the implementation of the teaching writing recount text using picture 
series, to describe the effectiveness of teaching writing recount text using picture 
series and, to describe the strengths and weaknesses the effectiveness of teaching 
writing recount text using picture series. The subject of this study is the tenth 
grade students of SMA Muhammadiyah 1 Surakarta. The method of collecting 
data are observation, interview, and document documentation. Based on the 
research finding, there are three stepts in implementating teaching writing recount 
text using picture series.The procedure to teaching writing recount text includes; 
1) opening, 2) main activity, 3) closing. The effectiveness of teaching writing 
recount text using picture series is 36,25. Based on these calculation, the score 
76,875 is reduced to score 40,625. It means that using picture series is effective. 
The strengths of using picture series are that the learning become more 
interesting, the material presented was easier to understand, the students become 
more motivated. While the weaknesses include the difficulties in finding 
appropriate picture, the material being taugh, and the clear printed picture.  
Keywords: effectiveness, writing, recount text,picture series. 
 
Abstrak  
Penelitian ini berfokus pada efektivitas penggunaan gambar seri dalam mengajar 
menulis teks recount untuk siswa kelas sepuluh SMA Muhammadiyah 1 Surakarta 
tahun akademik 2015 tahun-2016. Tujuan dari penelitian ini adalah untuk 
menggambarkan implementasi mengajar menulis teks recount menggunakan 
gambar seri, dan untuk menjelaskan efektivitas mengajar menulis teks recount 
menggunakan gambar seri, untuk menggambarkan kekuatan dan kelemahan 
mengajar menulis teks recount menggunakan gambar seri. Subjek penelitian ini 
adalah siswa kelas sepuluh SMA Muhammadiyah Surakarta 1. Metode 
pengumpulan data yang observasi, wawancara, dan dokumentasi. Berdasarkan 
hasil penelitian yang menemukan, ada tiga tahap pelaksanaan mengajar menulis 
teks recount menggunakan gambar seri, pertama, adalah prosedur untuk 
mengajar menulis teks recount; 1) pembukaan, 2) aktivitas utama, 3) penutup. 
Kedua, efektivitas mengajar menulis teks recount menggunakan gambar seri 
adalah 36.25. Berdasarkan perhitungan tersebut, dari skor 76.875 dikurangi skor 
40.625. Itu berarti bahwa menggunakan seri gambar efektif. Ketiga, kekuatan 
dari pembelajaran ini adalah menjadi lebih menarik, bahan-bahan yang telah 
disajikan adalah lebih mudah untuk dipahami, siswa menjadi lebih termotivasi, 
dan juga kelemahannya adalah untuk menemukan gambar yang tepat dan materi 
yang diajarkan sulit dan gambar dicetak kurang jelas. 
Kata kunci: efektivitas, menulis, teks, gambar seri. 
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1. INTRODUCTION 
Language is a communication tool used by most people in the world. 
Now the variety of language in communication can increase their knowledge. 
English is the one of language that becomes the international language. 
English is also dominant in some fields, such as in education. In the 
globalization era, besides English in terms of education as the language use 
for subject, it can also be used to socialize with a lot of people in the daily life. 
In current education, English became one of subjects taught to students. 
Although it does not obligate them to master English, but English is 
introduced early on. It can be useful when they choose an aboard school or in 
major related to English. 
There are many strategies that can make English teaching and 
learning process become communicative but none is the best. Therefore a 
teacher must try to find out the appropriate strategies to teach his or her 
students because the teacher has a very important role in the teaching and 
learning process. The strategies should use creative language arts, such as 
song, essay, writing diary, using picture and so on. Structure is one of 
linguistic aspects which students should learn, even though the students may 
find difficulties in learning and mastering English writing skill. It is important 
to be learned because it permeates all language skill. 
Writing is way to express the idea through writing. The general 
teaching writing has been taught since students are in kindergarten, but they 
start learning to write in English while they are in Junior High School and 
what they also have started to write with the rules of grammar and tenses. So 
in learning English with writing, students can develop their ideas with other 
languages, except Indonesian language. 
Recount text is one of the genre texts that aim to retell the experience 
that has been done in the past. The experience can be a pleasant experience, 
sad experience, scary experience or others that function to entertain the 
readers. 
Generally this text relates the personal experiences in the past. In 
writing this text, there is a generic structure in recount text. First, orientation, 
in here students tell the participants, place and time. Second, events, in the 
events the students describing series of event that happened in the past.The 
third, re-orientation, in here students tell about the conclusion of the story, as 
well as message and impression to the readers. 
SMA Muhammadiyah 1 Surakarta is one of schools located at Jl. R. 
Moh. Said No.35, Ketelan, Banjarsari, Surakarta. Generally, SMA 
Muhammadiyah 1 Surakarta has the learning aims, namely to: 
1. Carry out teaching and learning activities guidance effectively. 
2. Increase a spirit of excellence intensively to all members of the school. 
3. Encourage and assist each student to identify their potential, so they can 
be developed in optimal and achievers. 
4. Encourage the spirit of deepening Islamic religion and the 
implementation in everyday. 
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5. Create discipline and unity of the entire members of the school 
community. 
For learning in the writing of recount text, first the teacher gives the 
notion of recount text. It is one of genre of the text which describes the 
experience of the past either happy or sad. In writing this recount text, 
teachers provided knowledge on students about the generic structure contained 
in the text. Starting from the orientation which contains who, when, where, 
and the second is events which contains about all the events that exist in the 
text, and the last one is reorientation that contains the conclusions or the 
impression of a message on the author to the reader. Recount texts use the past 
tense because it happened in the past. 
After the teacher give a description of the text, and then the teacher 
provide opportunities for students to search other information over the 
internet, and after that the students are given the assignment to write a recount 
text. In the process of writing this, the teacher guides the students to be able to 
produce a good text. 
There are many causes why learning English is difficult for the 
students. Learning to write is a long process. Students have to improve their 
grammar, choice of words, and use right vocabularies which are difficult for 
them. The learners can be stuck and cannot elaborate their idea in writing 
process.  
That picture series is one of media that can be used by teachers in 
providing learning materials to students. The picture series can be used to 
write recount text. It is expected to use a series of images of students may be 
interested in following the lesson and easy to express ideas that they have. 
 
2. RESEARCH METHOD 
The research type applied in this study is descriptive qualitative 
research. The subject of the study is the students of SMA Muhammadiyah 1 
Surakarta especially the tenth grade students that consists of 30 students 
(female: 16, male: 14). The object of the study is the method of picture series 
in teaching writing recount text at SMA Muhammadiyah 1 Surakarta. The data 
of this study is all information dealling with method of picture series in 
teaching writing recount text in SMA Muhammadiyah 1 Surakarta. The 
method of collecting data in this study is observation, documentation, and 
interviewing. The observation is held during the teaching learning activity. 
Interview is a process of question and answer by the writer to the teacher and 
the students. The documents used are documents related to teaching, such as 
lesson plans, syllabus, pre-test and post-test. To find the validity of the data 
sources, the writer uses document and rater (informant). So the result of this 
research will be valid. 
 
3. RESEARCH FINDING AND DISCUSSION 
Research finding and discussion consists of two points, there are 
description of SMA Muhammadiyah 1 Surakarta and research finding.   
3.1 Description of SMA Muhamadiyah 1 Surakarta 
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SMA Muhammadiyah 1 Surakarta is one of some institutions of 
secondary school located on R.M. Said St. 35 Ketelan, Banjarsari, 
Surakarta. The school was built on September 1, 1946 located in SR 
Muhammadiyah (now SD Muhammadiyah). SMA Muhammadiyah 1 
Surakarta applies 2013 curriculum. This school has 7 clasrooms for 
seventh grade students, 7 classrooms for eight grade students, and 7 
clasrooms for ninth grade students. The headmaster of SMA 
Muhammadiyah 1 Surakarta is Drs. H. Tri Kuat, M.M., M.Pd.  SMA 
Muhammdaiyah 1 Surakarta has 57 teachers. 
Vision of SMA Muhammadiyah 1 Surakarta 
"Realizing SMA Muhammadiyah 1 Surakarta as an institution that excels 
in the lofty achievement in character, capable of competitive advantage, 
leading to the formation of the faithful, creative, intelligent people, and the 
national competitive power" 
Mision of SMA Muhammadiyah 1 Surakarta 
a. Carry out teaching and learning activities guidance effectively. 
b. Increase a spirit of excellence intensively to all members of the 
school. 
c. Encourage and assist each student to identify their potential, so they 
can be developed in optimal and achievers. 
d. Encourage the spirit of deepening Islamic religion and the 
implementation in everyday. 
e. Create discipline and unity of the entire all members of the school. 
3.2 Research Finding 
Research finding results from the analysis of the data found during 
observation. The data are used to answer problems statement. To get the 
data the writer has done observations in order to know the procedures used 
by the teacher in teaching writing recount text using picture series. 
Based on the writer’s observation, this chapter consists of four points, 
namely, the procedures of the implementation of the teaching writing 
recount text using picture series, secondly, the effectiveness of teaching 
writing recount text using picture series, and thridly, the strenght and 
weakness of teaching writing recount text using picture series for tenth 
grade students of SMA Muhammadiyah 1 Surakarta, finally the writer 
elaborates discussion of finding. 
3.2.1 The implementation of teaching writing recount text using 
picture series for tenth grade students of SMA Muhammadiyah 
1 Surakarta in academic year of 2015/2016 
The procedure of teaching writing recount text using 
picture series covers the following three steps. First, the researcher 
concucted the study to know the students’ writing ability by using 
pre test. Then giving treatment to the sudents using picture series. 
The last was giving post test to know the students’ writing ability 
after using picture series in teaching writing recount text. Based on 
the observation, the writer gets some results related to the 
implementation of teaching writing recount text using picture series, 
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that is on first observation, the teacher gave pre test to the students to 
write down recount text about their holiday. This pre test was to 
know the students’ writing ability. And then the next meeting the 
teacher gave assignment to the students write down recount text 
about their dialy activities. After that the teacher gave them a 
treatment to write recount text using picture series. And finally, the 
teacher gave post test to the students to write recount text using 
picture series. 
3.2.2 The effectiveness of teaching writing recount text using picture 
series for tenth grade students of SMA Muhammadiyah 1 
Surakarta in academic year of 2015/2016 
To know the effectiveness of teaching writing recount text 
using picture series, the writer divided the score into four criteria, 
which are grammar, vocabulary, content, and text organization. Each 
of the crtieria is related into five scales of rating scores. The pre test 
had been given before the treathment was given, and the post test 
was given after the treatment was given.  
 
a. Pre-test Result 
In this section, the teacher asks the students to write down 
recount text about their holiday before being taught applying 
picture series. Before teaching using picture series, the teacher 
must have score of all of students. Pre-test was done on May 9, 
2016. The table shows the students’ writing ability measured by 
using writing assesment scoring using four components, namely 
grammar, vocabulary, content, and text organization. The table is 
shows as follow: 
 
No Grammar 
Vocabu
lary 
Cont
ent 
Text 
Organiza
tion 
Tot
al 
Final 
score 
Qualit
ative 
score 
Range of 
score 
1 2 2 2 2 8 50 D Poor  
2 2 2 1 2 7 43,75 D Poor  
3 2 2 2 1 7 43,75 D Poor  
4 1 1 2 2 6 37,5 D Poor  
5 1 1 1 2 5 31,25 D Poor  
6 1 1 2 1 5 31,25 D Poor 
7 2 2 2 1 7 43,75 D Poor 
8 2 2 1 1 6 37,5 D Poor 
9 2 2 2 2 8 50 D Poor 
10 1 2 2 1 6 37,5 D Poor 
11 1 2 2 1 6 37,5 D Poor 
12 1 1 1 1 4 25 D Poor 
13 1 1 1 1 4 25 D Poor 
14 1 1 1 1 4 25 D Poor 
15 2 2 2 2 8 50 D Poor 
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16 2 2 2 2 8 50 D Poor 
17 2 2 2 2 8 50 D Poor 
18 1 1 1 1 4 25 D Poor 
19 2 2 2 2 8 50 D Poor 
20 2 2 1 1 6 37,5 D Poor 
21 2 2 2 2 8 50 D Poor 
22 2 2 1 1 6 37,5 D Poor 
23 1 1 1 1 4 25 D Poor 
24 2 2 2 2 8 50 D Poor 
25 2 2 2 2 8 50 D Poor 
26 2 2 1 1 6 37,5 D Poor 
27 2 2 2 2 8 50 D Poor 
28 2 2 2 2 8 50 D Poor 
29 2 1 1 2 6 37,5 D Poor 
30 2 2 2 2 8 50 D poor 
Total  1.218,75 
Average  40,625 
 
In the table above it can be seen that the scores of the 
sudents are low. The average score in this section is only 40,625.  
After getting pre-test, the teacher gave a treatment. It was done on 
May  12, May 16, 2016. The class cosists of 30 stusents. In the 
treatment, the teacher gave material to students about recount text 
using picture series. After the treatment done, the teacher gave 
post-test to the students. 
 
b. Post-test Result 
In this section, the writer shows the result of post-test after 
being taught applying picture series as media to effectiveness in 
teaching writing recount text. The post-test was done on May 21, 
2016. The table is presented as follows: 
 
No Grammar 
Vocabu
lary 
Cont
ent 
Text 
Organiza
tion 
Tot
al 
Final 
score 
Qualit
ative 
score 
Range of 
score 
1 3 3 4 4 14 87,5 A  Excellent 
2 3 2 3 4 12 75 B Very Good 
3 2 3 4 4 13 81,25 B Very Good 
4 3 2 2 3 10 62,5 C Fair 
5 3 3 4 4 14 87,5 A Excellent 
6 3 2 3 4 12 75 B Very Good 
7 3 3 3 3 12 75 B Very Good 
8 3 2 3 4 12 75 B Very Good 
9 3 3 4 4 14 87,5 A Excellent 
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10 3 2 4 3 11 68,75 C Fair 
11 3 2 4 4 13 81,25 B Very Good 
12 3 3 3 3 12 75 B Very Good 
13 4 3 3 4 14 87,5 A Excellent 
14 3 2 4 3 12 75 B Very Good 
15 3 2 2 3 10 62,5 C Fair 
16 3 2 4 3 11 68,75 C Fair 
17 3 3 3 3 12 75 B Very Good 
18 3 2 4 4 13 81,25 B Very Good 
19 3 3 3 3 12 75 B Very Good 
20 3 3 3 3 12 75 B Very Good 
21 3 2 2 3 10 62,5 C Fair 
22 3 2 3 4 12 75 B Very Good 
23 3 3 3 3 12 75 B Very Good 
24 3 4 3 4 14 87,5 A Excellent 
25 3 3 3 3 12 75 B Very Good 
26 3 3 3 3 12 75 B Very Good 
27 3 4 4 3 14 87,5 A Excellent 
28 3 2 3 4 12 75 B Very Good 
29 3 3 4 4 14 87,5 A Excellent  
30 3 3 3 3 12 75 B Very Good 
Total  2.306,25 
Average  76,875 
 
In the table above it can be seen that the scores of the 
sudents are better than before the treatment. Where is the average 
score in this section is 76,875. The result of students learning using 
the picture series has undergone a change far better when compared 
to previous learning (pre-test).  
 
c. Comparisson Score betweet Pre-test and Post-test 
No.  Pre test Post test 
1 50 87,5 
2 43,75 75 
3 43,75 81,25 
4 37,5 62,5 
5 31,25 87,5 
6 31,25 75 
7 43,75 75 
8 37,5 75 
9 50 87,5 
10 37,5 68,75 
11 37,5 81,25 
12 25 75 
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13 25 87,5 
14 25 75 
15 50 62,5 
16 50 68,75 
17 50 75 
18 25 81,25 
19 50 75 
20 37,5 75 
21 50 62,5 
22 37,5 75 
23 25 75 
24 50 87,5 
25 50 75 
26 37,5 75 
27 50 87,5 
28 50 75 
29 37,5 87,5 
30 50 75 
Average  40,625 76,875 
 
Then after the calculation of the value of the results based 
on pre-test and post-test, the writer looked for an average score of 
pre-test and post-test of the students as follows: 
1) Average pre-test = 40,625 
2) Average post-test = 76,875 
Based on these calculation, it can be concluded that 
teaching writing recount text before using picture series, the 
students’ score is 40,625. After doing the treatments of teaching 
writing recount text using picture series the students’ score is 
76,875. The difference in the value of pre-test and post-test is 
increasing 36,25 points. The writer can conclude that using picture 
series is effective to students in teaching writing recout text. 
3.2.3 The strengths and weaknesses of teaching writing recount text 
using picture series for tenth grade students of SMA 
Muhammadiyah 1 Surakarta in academic year of 2015/2016 
Based on the observation, interview, and document 
analyzed, the writer could know the strengths and weaknesses in the 
effectiveness of teaching writing text using picture series for the 
tenth grade students of SMA Muhammadiyah 1 Surakarta. The 
strengths are as follows: the learning becomes more interesting, the 
material presented was easier to understand, the students become 
more motivated. The weaknesses are to finding an appropriate 
picture and the material being taught is hard, the printed picture is 
less clear. 
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3.2.4 Discussion 
Joklova (2009:19) states “The picture is used in a more 
meaningful and ‘real-life-communicative’ way than being just 
displayed for students to say what they can actually see.” Pictures 
are easy to find from many sources. It can be taken from books, the 
Internet, and magazines.Wright (1989:17) explained that pictures can 
motivate the students to take part in the teaching and learning 
process. They contribute to the context in which the language is 
being used. The pictures can be described in an objective way or 
interpreted or responded to subjectively. Then, pictures can cue 
responses to questions or cue substitutions through controlled 
practice. They can stimulate and provide information in the 
conversation, discussion and story telling. 
Based on the theory discussed above, the writer can 
conclud that the theory and the reseach finding have relation. 
Because in this theory it is written that the strength of picture series 
can motivate the students. 
4. CONCLUSION 
After discussing and analyzing the data, the writer shows the 
conclusion of this research. The procedure of teaching writing recount text 
using picture series includes the researcher to conduct the study to know the 
students’ writing ability by using pre test, then giving treatment to the students 
using picture series and, the giving post test to know the students’ writing 
ability after using picture series in teaching writing recount text. To know the 
effectiveness of teaching writing recount text using picture series, the writer 
divided the score into four criteria, namely: grammar, vocabulary, content, and 
text organization. Each crtieria is related to five scales of rating scores. The pre 
test had been given before the treatment was given, and the post test was given 
after giving the treatment. Based on the result of the data analysis, it is proven 
that the students’ score of writing taught using picture series is better. Based on 
the observation, interview, and document analyzed, the writer could know the 
strengths and weaknesses in the effectiveness of teaching writing text using 
picture series for the tenth grade students of SMA Muhammadiyah 1 Surakarta. 
The strengths are that the learning becomes more interesting, the material 
presented was easier to understand and, the students become more motivated. 
The weaknesses includes the difficulty in finding an appropriate picture and the 
material being taught and, the printed picture is less clear to understand. 
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